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In Attendance
	Cassandra Chalifoux
	Janine Jackson
	Paula Boora

	Billie-J Heavy Shields
	Danny Ng
	Kelly Smith

	Jennifer Moar
	Katherine Wagner
	Ryan Heavy Head

	Chevie-Lee Mitchell
	Terra Plato
	Kaite-Jo Rabbit

	Janice Randhile
	John Souleles
	Sara Townsend

	Lil Radley
	Pauline Thimm
	Cassandra Ostlund

	Andrea Taylor
	Amanda Kerslake
	Nisa Lambrecht

	Stephanie Reyes
	
	

	
	
	



Meeting Opening
· -Land Acknowledgement by Cassandra Chalifoux
· -Prayer by Cassandra Chalifoux
Danny Ng – Presentation of SISN Website
· 
Chevie-Lee – Indigenous Community Support Navigator - Opokaa’sin Early intervention Society
· Chevie-Lee is the Indigenous Community Support Navigator at Opokaa’sin early intervention society. Basically what she does is help the indigenous get access and connect with specific resources and supports around the city of Lethbridge. She helps them get access to the community health and social resources, so anything from income supports to housing applications. 
· They also have the Aapatsi’kaktosi North Star program, they're having a few different things going on. It is open to the community as well as the parents. They have Blackfoot language on Tuesdays via Zoom, positive parenting every month and this month their doing behavior at school and self-esteem on the 15th of November and the 17th of November.
· Their chef Crystal is going to do smart grocery tips to save money. 
· They are also having an all night smoke on the 18th which is open to the community. If you want to reach out to Chevie-Lee then she pass on the information that you are interested in going.
· Then on the 24th their doing traditional teachings as well.
· Chevie-lee.Mitchell@opokaasin.org (403) 388-8981 
Lisa Despas - Citizen Services Specialist, Citizen Services and Program Delivery Branch - Service Canada- Mobile Outreach

· What they would like to promote today is just that they are hosting a presentation on their electronic services scams and fraud in conjunction with CRA. They're going to join together each give part of the presentation. 
· They have pages of detailed instructions for setting up the My Service Canada account and other things. If anybody ever wants or needs them, let Lisa or Connie know and they can send them to you. 
· the presentations that they're hosting one are on November 9th at 9:30am to 11:30am, and the second one is on November 15th from 1:30pm to 3:30pm. Anybody is welcome to join, please do feel free to share the joining link. 
· Please contact Lisa if you wish to be added to the Service Canada mailing list.
· Lisa Despas – lisa.despas@servicecanada.gc.ca 403-465-1519
· General Delivery - ESDC.WT.SMLC-COLS.WT.EDSC@servicecanada.gc.ca
Janice Randhile – Family Information Liaison Unit – indigenous Policy and Services – Community Justice and Integrated Services Division – Strategy, Support and Integrated Initiatives Branch
· Janice is part of the Family Information Liaison unit, they're part of the Indigenous Policy and Services, Community Justice and Integrated services division, their unit helps to support families of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls. Janice’s area coverage is Edmonton down to Lethbridge, most recently she relocated to Calgary so that she is closer to their families. If anybody wants more information, she will send it to Cassandra. 
· There are four of them in the province and they all take over different areas and so not all their loved ones are in the same area. They also have offices across Canada and in the territory, so it's a nationwide service that's available to families.
Crystal Neufeld- Sales Coordinator - Multicultural Centre Home of Southern Alberta Ethnic Association
· Crystal is a coordinator at the Southern Alberta Ethnic Association or the Multicultural Center.
· People know them as doing various events, but they're also implementing some programming with different language classes and dance classes of various cultures. As well as they’re trying to do some more programming that is beneficial to the community. Some organizations are just overworked and hopefully they can put some of that programming onto us. Lethbridge Family Services swamped with so many things, so they're trying to collaborate with them in the library, for some English classes and doing more mental health work. 
· Friday, December 16th is their holiday traditions around the world, and Crystal had reached out to Cassandra to ask if she knew anybody that would do a blessing, some drumming, performing, and then possibly food vending. It will be from 5:00pm to 10:00pm, they expect about 500 guests. They have a lot of children's activities and hoping that they can show various cultures of various traditions. 
· The same weekend on Sunday, December 18th, they have our annual Community Christmas dinner, it is for anyone that may not be able to afford a full Christmas dinner for their families or themselves, it's completely free. They have Santa, a lot of children's activities, and a photographer that's going to be there for the children when their with Santa. They have the princesses coming too. For that one they were also asking if anyone would like to do a blessing for them. They are prepared to serve 500 people. Last year they served 300 and they started running out of food.
· What They've noticed from the multicultural center is that all the diverse ethnic groups often ask for blessings from the indigenous community, they're hoping that they can connect more with the elders. That's always the first thing they ask. Do we have someone to do a blessing? So it's great that they recognize that as a new immigrant coming into Lethbridge area.
· crystal@saea.ca (403) 329-0453
Janine Jackson – Indigenous Program Coordinator - Family Centre
· Janine is with Family Center. She is the indigenous program coordinator. They just have their All my Relations Family Program going on right now. It used to be called the traditional parenting program. They are currently taking registrations for January intake, that is a 11 week program where supper and childcare is provided. The only stipulation they have is it has to be someone who has a child in their home under 18 which can be kinship care. The idea of this program is they come in, they have supper, the children go do their own thing in the in the playroom. And then they have two Blackfoot elders who facilitate most of the program. They going to start doing intakes right away for end of January. 
· Right now they have an indigenous youth cooking program going on at Interfaith Food Bank every Thursday evening. It's a nine-week program, unfortunately that one is already closed, but they are planning on doing it again in the future. If you know any youth between the ages of 9 and 16 or even adults, they are keeping an eye on interest in the program and if enough people call, they can put something together. 
· Terri Young Pine is doing a program starting November 7th until December 12th. It's a six-week ribbon skirt workshop where she's partnering with the Lethbridge library. They're taking up to six families and same thing that one, food and childcare will be provided. It’s also like a crafting circle, so they’ll be doing more than just the ribbon skirts. She'll send the poster out for that one. 
· Lastly their planning a wellness and spirituality workshop in January, and that'll be about four or five sessions.
Jennifer Moar- Ability Employment- Employment Specialist
· Jen works with Ability Employment. They help people with any kind of invisible or physical barrier to find suitable employment and as well as building their pre-employment skills.
· They’re just coming out of a very busy month in October where they were part of D month. They had a few chamber presentations that they were a part of, just speaking about inclusive work practices or hiring practices as well. 
· They were a part of the Chamber Business Awards and one of their client's employers was recognized. 
· What they do as far as their services is they have people who do intakes for services and supports. That's on an ongoing basis, whether an individual has mental health and addiction issues. They also have PDD funding. For anyone with persons with developmental disabilities, they also help those individuals. 
· They do have some ongoing workshops and intakes for anyone who needs services and supports. So then they can refer out if they're needing other services and supports.
Katie jo Rabbit – Outreach Coordinator – New West Theatre

· Katie Joe Rabbit is with the Newest Theater. This month they are promoting a new show called Blockbuster, that'll be at the Yates theater. The regular show goes from December 14th to the 31st. Katie has promotional tickets for their preview night, which is December 13th, if you're interested in attending, reach out to Katie Jo. Blockbuster is a Hit Parade of your favorite blockbuster songs and hilarious sketch comedy. One of the shows previously was called Decades and it was very fun. Katie invited a lot of the elders out. They really enjoyed their time. They had some teens with them and some of the reviews were like, This is the first time my teenager and I could actually enjoy a show together without their phones. It's a really good time for youth and family to get together. 
· One of the things that their working on this month is just looking for sponsorship and collaborations. If you have a Christmas event or a staff team building event that you want to do, they have some really great packages available. There would be a snack board and some drinks, and then you would attend the show after. Or if you want something a little more formal, they might be able to set up, a dinner in the Sterndale Bennett Theater and have it nicely set up for you and then you can end it with a show. Whatever your budget entails, they can definitely accommodate your organization as there are lots of packages available. 
· They are also going to be working on some Christmas gift bags. So, if you have a person that has everything, it's good to give them an experience. They have canvas tote bags that they will be selling at the Gault Museum Indigenous Maker event, which is November 18th. That's when Katie will have them available. They are looking for information on programs, so if you have 40 pamphlets or stickers or pens or any promotional items that you would like to promote that you have extra of, call Katie or send her an email. She can add that into the tote bags for you and they can get people more aware of community happenings and just get people out to everyone’s events. 
· If you have anything that you would like help with, arts or looking for performers. Katie has a lot of resources, is a good connector and, is always open to collaborations. 
· They have their storytellers circle happening every Wednesday from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. It's an online format, depending on the host, They have had Jeff Godin come in. He's a really funny guy and a local author. They've had Sandra Lamouche come in as well. She talked about storytelling through body movements. Then next they have Christine Miskondonkee Smith. She is going to be talking about some writing opportunities and some publishing. She's going to be publishing an anthology and she's looking for Blackfoot writers. If you know anybody who's interested in the arts or writing or just looking for a group to connect with on Wednesdays definitely share Katie’s information. It's really casual, you don't have to have any sort of expertise or anything. It's just a place to come and connect to other artists and storytellers, indigenous or non-indigenous.
· If you have any events where you'd like Katie to come and set up a booth, she is always happy to do that. So keep her in mind.
· outreach@newwesttheater.com 403 929 2544
Kelly Smith – Contract Team - City of Lethbridge
· Kelly is from the city of Lethbridge. She is attending these meetings so that she can gather activities and events going on in the community to disperse amongst the contracts that they manage, because she is part of the contract team. One of her roles is to do site visits with service providers and spend time with frontline workers.
Lenora Many Fingers – Communications – Blood Tribe
· Lenora Many Fingers is with Blood Tribe Communications. 
· Due to weather conditions, they are quite busy today: The Reserve buses are not running today, Kainai Board of Education has one school closure, and the Head start is closed. She just received information that some school divisions that are closing. 
· Blood Tribe has hired individuals for the Blackfoot hub which will be located at the Red Crow Community College Satellite Campus in Lethbridge. If you need information you can email Lenora. 
· If you want to be included on their email list, just send Lenora an email: lenoramf@bloodtribe.org 
· Lenora is excited to see how this Blackfoot hub will work out because our people really need that off reserve because they're always having these problems with jurisdictional issues. 
· lenoramf@bloodtribe.org 
Cassandra Ostlund – Program Intake Coordinator - Lethbridge Legal Guidance
· Cassandra is with Legal Guidance. They are just opening their doors again and getting back and running and caught up after a major critical incident this summer. Their services are free and they look forward to all opportunities to provide equal and dignified access to justice to all people in the Lethbridge and surrounding area.
· What they do is provide legal advice and legal clinics for underrepresented and oftentimes marginalized peoples in Lethbridge and the surrounding area. 
· They hold legal clinics which are hosted and facilitated by a group of lawyers that specialize in criminal, civil, and family matters, all the different kinds of law except for wills and estates. 
· They’re planning on some pop-up legal clinics within the community and within other communities outside of Lethbridge. 
· They've also got an amazing new program called the Victims Representative Council, and the lawyer that works within that, he comes to them with 10 years of clinic or criminal trial experience. What they're doing with that program is that they represent victims of crimes on sexual assault, domestic violence, interrelationship violence and assaults. They will represent them in court, help them and support them all through the journey, through their work processes, the judicial system and in this program with the mindset of meeting people where they're at, so they'll go and meet clients, at shelters wherever it is that they are, or wherever it is that they feel comfortable in asking for services and support. They're really excited to be getting that up and running and getting out in the community and making their services known with the hope that we can help as many people as possible who are victims of crimes to seek the justice and receive the justice that they need and deserve. 
· Info@lethbridgelegalguidance.ca  403-380-6338 
Margaret Lyster- Community Adult Learning Liaison – Read-On – Lethbridge Public Library
· [bookmark: _Hlk118468919]Margaret is from Read On Adult Literacy and Learning at the Lethbridge Public Library. They offer learning opportunities to help adults improve skills for work and daily life. 
· In addition to classes, Read On can also provide adults with one-on-one tutoring up to about a Grade Ten or CLB Level 7, with reading, writing, spelling, grammar, and basic math. Student and volunteer tutor pairs meet at a time that fits their schedules. 
· Registration for one-on-one tutoring is always open and requires the learner to take an assessment. There’s a one-time fee of $30, but this may be reduced or waived if there is financial hardship.
· Read On also offers digital skills support for people who struggle with technology. Interested adults can register by calling them at 403-320-4701 or dropping by their office at the Main Branch of Lethbridge Public Library.
· They also offer a great selection of high interest-low level books for struggling readers and a variety of workbooks for people who want to study on their own. Library memberships are free and anyone can borrow our resources.
· For more information, registration and updates, visit our website at www.lethlib.ca/readon.
To connect with them, please email: readonclasses@lethlib.ca, or call 403-320-4701.
· margaret.lyster@lethlib.ca 403-320-3133. 
Miranda Hargreaves-Sexual Assault System Navigation & Education Specialist - Chinook Sexual Assault Centre
· [bookmark: _Hlk118469168]Miranda works with the Chinook Sexual Assault Centre as the Sexual Assault System Navigation & Education Specialist.
· They just finished a very busy month where they did a lot of fundraising especially with Ihop.
· City hall lit up blue on the evening of October 24 as well.
· Right now the only thing not running is our peer support groups. Uh, hopefully we'll be meeting about what next year's groups are going to look like and get those out to you as they come up.
· They're still taking referrals from communities, so if anybody is impacted bi-sexual violence within your worlds or your communities, send them their way and they'll offer all sorts of different supports. 
· miranda@csacleth.ca
Sara Townsend – Indigenous Partnerships Coordinator – Workforce Strategies, jobs, Economy and Northern Development

· Sarah Townsend is an Indigenous Partnerships Coordinator. They just had a cabinet shuffle change, their new ministry name is Jobs Economy and Northern Development. She was previously with Labor and Immigration, but their program is still the same. They just have all the behind the scenes stuff, business card changes and all that. 
· Their program is the Indigenous Training to Employment Programs. They offer grant funding to First Nations and indigenous organizations, both on and off reserve to offer training to employment programs. Those programs could range from healthcare aid to construction worker to any sort of training that somebody would need to get employment. 
· They are taking applications or proposals right now for training to employment programs. They have money in their budget to spend right now. If you know of an organization that's thinking about starting a training program have them connect with Sara. As we know, there's an election coming up in the spring. Typically their funding gets put on hold during that time. So they're trying to encourage people if they have ideas now to connect early so that they don't get caught up in that time period where they can't do any new business. 
· https://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-employment-training-partnerships-program.aspx
Indigenous Employment Training Partnerships Program
Grants for eligible Indigenous organizations to assist the unemployed or under-employed with skills training and work experience.
· sara.townsend@gov.ab.ca
Shawn Daye-Finley - Program and Event Coordinator - Lethbridge Sport Council
· Shawn Daye-Finley is with the Lethbridge Sport Council Program and Event Coordinator. If you haven't met him, please reach out. He is all about creating opportunities for kids to join sports and to get active. 
· They have a Facebook group that's all about that is called Sik-Ooh-Kotoki Sport Connection. Lethbridge Sik-Ooh-Kotoki being the name that is the land that Lethbridge is on. If you can join that group and share any activities or recreation programs, any sports that have to do with indigenous participation, they'd be happy to have it on there. There's also a lot of stuff being shared if you're interested in getting in on the news. 
· They also have a partner with them Chad Chief Moon. He also goes by Chad Bear Shinbone. He is on their board of directors at the Lethbridge Sport Council and he has been organizing a lot of opportunities for the kids to get active. He runs a tribal ice program for ice hockey and he also has been trying to produce a lot more lacrosse players. They've been working with him for a few years and he recently was hired and had an opportunity by the organization Spirit North. Spirit North is a not for profit organization that started up north, but basically they pursue opportunities to create sports and activities for the indigenous youth in those communities.
· They've recently expanded and branched out and are now looking to cover, which is very exciting because they've been very successful. Their angle is to get into the school boards. They had a meeting last week at the Lethbridge Sport Council with Chad and a few stakeholders including Charlton Weasel head principal at the Kanai School. They're trying to create more opportunities for the kids to play sports. If you wan to get involved you can reach out to Spirit North or Chad himself, Shawn can help you connect with them. Basically they are trying to come together as a team to create opportunities for the kids.
· https://www.spiritnorthxc.ca 
Home - Spirit North
· https://www.facebook.com/groups/sikoohkotokisportconnection 
· Shawn@lethbridgesportcouncil.ca if anyone would like to collaborate in any sport or traditional game events in the coming months.
Marni Hope – Indigenous Student Support/Events Coordinator – Lethbridge College
· Marni Hope is from the Lethbridge College. She is the indigenous student support and events coordinator. They do program planning for students and then, along with that, they do student support.
· On the 15th they’re doing a rock your mocks. They're doing moccasin making right now for their staff and their students, and then on the 15th they will have people come and show off their moccasins and take that photo of them and launch it off to the Rock Your MOCS 2022, which is linked to the international site of Rock your MOS 2022. On that day they're going to have some local vendors, probably five to six of them, who can set up shop out in their center core to sell their bead work and hopefully have some moccasins. Because Marni is already getting that inquiries sent her way as to because people don't have time to come make moccasins, but would like to have a pair to wear that day. They’ll also have cupcakes and Lcsa is going to come and do popcorn, so just kind of make it a day of celebration and fun. 
· They’re doing an inukshuk carving on the 29th. They are limiting it to 10 people and is open to the community because there's not a lot of Inuit students here and because of that and this being the first time they've done it they thought they would open it up to community but kind of cap it at 10 people. It'll run from 5:30pm to 8:30pm because it'll take about three hours to take them from the stone as a one piece into their carving of choice. They are doing it in the evening to try a accommodate working individual.
· Made a suggestion about having a LISN convention and will talk with Cassandra more about it.
· marni.hope@lethbridgecollege.ca
Trish Bruised Head – Addictions Counselor/Academic Advisor - Red Crow Community College
· They are currently taking registrations for their January intake. They are taking them for both the satellite and the main campus. They are encouraging anybody who's even thinking about it to come and stop in at either campus possibly register for courses programming. 
· They have the adult literacy, adult upgrading indigenous mental health diploma program block, indigenous language and culture diploma program. Ag courses, business courses, the Arts and Science two plus two, as well as many other courses that they are working on getting started for either January and or fall 2023. 
· They are also looking at, um, doing tours of their new building and many of you may have heard they had their grand opening on October 20th, 2022, and it was a great day. It was a great day of celebration for the new building. They had many people attend and for those that could not attend they have opened up for tours of the building, if you or anyone you know would like a tour of the building with a group of people, you can contact either Trish and or MacLain Maru, they're part of the student recruitment team. 
· They also do presentations for those groups that would like to support Red Crow. They can do a presentation on their funding from both the post-secondary and their foundational learning assistance funding programs, as well as presentations on the programs that they are offering there at Red Crow College. 
· If you would like to reach any one of them, you can do so at the new campus. Their phone numbers are still the same, (403) 737-2400.
Verona Tail Feathers – Wellness Program Interagency Coordinator – Blood Tribe
· Verona Tell Feathers is the Interagency coordinator at the Blood Tribe and she works for the Wellness program. Their wellness program covers mental health services, NNADAP, prevention of family violence, honoring life, day treatment programs, crisis intervention, the Indian Residential School Programs, Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. They also do the Brighter Futures Program. 
· They have a day treatment program every Thursday, and people that have to sign up there. (403) 737-3883.
· They have an upcoming diabetes awareness conference November 23rd. A lot of our people are affected with diabetes. They're just starting to have conferences again, that's there at the recreation multipurpose center. 
· They also have the Kainai Addiction Awareness Week and Prevention of Family Violence. They’ve had some sexual assault workers come out and do presentations this year. What they want to do is have some people set up a booth, whether it be crafts or information booths. She will send the poster to Cassandra and it is also available online on the Blood Tribe News or Blood Tribe to Tsinikssini Communications site, and it'll be on the Kainai Wellness Facebook page. The conference runs November 21st in standoff at the recreation building. November 22nd at the Moses Lake Hall and November 23rd at the Senator Gladstone Hall. Because they're such a large reserve, they have to try do community engagement in the different communities.
· Prevention of family Violence and Kainai Addiction Awareness Week Nov. 21/22/23, 2022  check out https://www.facebook.com/kainaiwellnesscentre 
· verona.tf@btdh.ca 
Marilyn Contois - Technician Indigenous Services - Lethbridge Public Library
· Continuing with the Art Hive and beginning Monday Nov 7 they are partnering with Family Center, They're sponsoring some of their clients to go to the Art Hive and work on ribbon skirts, if anyone's interested, they can connect with family center. Art Hive is held every Monday night from 5:30pm to 7:30pm in the Community Resource Room in the north wing of the main branch. 
· November 5th and 19th , we are hosting an Indigenous Artisans Christmas Market. Come on down for Christmas shopping and support local Indigenous entrepreneurs. Cassandra sent out a poster to the network. You can reach out to Marilyn if you know anybody that wants a table, it's free. They are asking for one small donation from each person which covers both days. When people purchase an item or make a sale at anyone's table, they'll be given a ticket to be entered into a draw. They have 15 vendors signed up already and once, so that's 15 Chances to win a prize. So when people come shopping and they buy something from a vendor, they will be entered in for the raffle as well as there is a raffle for the vendors who sign up. I have a hundred dollars gift card to the craft store here in Lethbridge for the vendors just to try to have some type of an incentive.
· For Metis week there will be an event held and hosted by the Metis local on November 18th, 4-6 PM, Metis musician and food included at the Crossings Branch.  
· Everyone is welcome to all programs and events.
· Indigenous Artisans Christmas Market | Lethbridge Public Library (lethlib.ca) 
· marilyn.contois@lethlib.ca 
Billie-J Heavy Shields – Program Manager - Sweetgrass Harm Reduction
· White Bear Woman (Billie-J) works for Sweetgrass Youth Alliance. They are still just doing their outreach out in Cardston. Amber does Lethbridge area. There still just looking for donations, handing out harm reduction supplies. 
· They added a sister program which Billie-J will be the program manager for called Sweet Grass Harm Reduction. They want to start like recovery groups, family groups, to try to keep the people healing together with a culturally based approach with elders, art teaching, like trauma therapy through art, traditional food making, traditional games, stuff and other things like that.
· They still have their powwow club going on in Lethbridge at various schools. You can look for that update on the Seagrass Youth Alliance page on Facebook page.
· Email: beejae1@icloud.com 
Cassandra Chalifoux - Community Engagement Partnerships Coordinator – Native Counselling Services of Alberta
· Cassandra is the Community Engagement Partnerships Coordinator for Native Counseling Services of Alberta. They have court workers and a peacemaker. They currently have a Traffic Court worker, a Youth and Criminal Court worker and are filling a Family Court worker Position. If you have somebody who needs assistance, we can help with everything that lawyers can't. So as soon as they need a lawyer, obviously they would have to move on to a different organization, but we can help them with everything else. 
· They also have a free commissioner of Oaths service, I'm working on getting mine right now, but our admin has her commissioner of oaths so we offer that for free. They're also around to help with anything else, filling out the paperwork to apply for status or to renew status or anything like that, we can help with that as well. 
· Cassandra has sample status booklet's where she used her own blacked out ID for it, it has everything that needs to be filled out step by step.  Contact NCSA for anything that has to do with court work, commissioners of oaths, or peacemaking. Contact Cassandra for all other inquiries.
· They also have Wendy English; she works with individuals and families affected by residential schools. So there's also that as well. 
· Reminded everyone of the update on the Indigenous hub being in the Bowman building. It is no longer called the Indigenous hub it is the Blackfoot hub and will be located at the Satellite Campus of the Red Crow College.
· Marni mentioned having a LISN Convention. Cassandra agrees that this is a good idea and will start the talks and planning for it.
· There will be a strategic planning meeting coming up in the near future to plan for the sub committees that the LISN is required to have. Cassandra will send out more info as that happens.
· Meetings will remain online until Feb. 2022 at which point the LISN will have quarterly meetings every three months from then on.
· Cassandra let Billi-J know that she has supplies in her office including ear warmers, shampoo, socks, toothpaste, lotion ect.
· The LISN website www.sisn.ca has been under construction and has missed 2 launch dates. At this point there is no date for release, but Cassandra will keep everyone updated.
· Cassandra-chalifoux@ncsa.ca- Main Line: (403) 329-1968 Cell: (403) 317-0827
· Main Office: (403) 329-6140
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